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         Isolated 
     Parcels Acres Acres 
 
Big Horn County   1  640  640 
 
Carbon County   1  640  640 
 
Yellowstone County  1  40  0 

 
Total    3  1320  1280 
 
 
 
 

 



SOUTHERN LAND 
OFFICE 

 
Sale # 296, Carbon Co. - The Southern Land Office received one comment in 
favor of the sale from a landowner adjoining the section to the north. In addition, 
the SLO received a call and letter against the sale during the public scoping 
period from a landowner that adjoins the northeast corner of the section. A 
summary of the concerns in the letter are listed below: 
• The sale is not financially necessary, since the State government is doing well 
financially. Response: this parcel is held in trust for Common Schools, and 
managed by DNRC to provide perpetual income for the trust. If this parcel is sold 
the proceeds will be used to acquire replacement lands that provide greater 
revenue and public access. 
• This section is “…substantially used by the public…” in spite of the lack of legal 
public access. Response: goal of land banking is to acquire land that allows 
access to the general public; the general public does not have access to this 
parcel. 
• If this land is sold, it will be difficult to replace it anywhere nearby because of 
rapid development in Carbon County.  
• This sale of this section would adversely impact the elk population in hunting 
district 502 because “…it is a near certainty that if this school section is sold it will 
be developed for residential use” and “[t]his school section is quite possibly the 
most critical 640 acres of elk habitat in hunting district 502.” Response: as of 
11/29/07, no comments have been received from FWP concerning the sale of 
this parcel. 
• The section has “…some unique geographic features” including a “…deep, 
steep canyon”. The letter states that this canyon is in effect “…a wildlife refuge 
due to the difficulty of the terrain.” Response: as of 11/29/07, no comments have 
been received from FWP concerning the sale of this parcel. 
• The sale of the Trust land will result in “…at least 4 wells will eventually be 
drilled” as the “…default zoning [is] 160 acre minimum…” Response: any future 
subdivision would have to be approved by the Carbon County Commission. 
• “Having 640 acres of public land as a neighbor represents a significant asset to 
all 6 adjacent property owners” and the writer states that “…losing this public 
land would constitute a tangible, negative impact on our property value and our 
quality of life.” 
 
 
 
 
 



LAND BOARD AGENDA ITEM 
April 21st, 2008 

 
 

PRELIMINARY APPROVAL FOR SALE OF LAND BANKING 
PARCEL #35 

BIG HORN COUNTY 
 
 

Seller: State of Montana, Department of Natural Resources 
and Conservation 

 
Nominator: Lessee, Fly Creek Angus Inc. 
 
Location: This property is located approximately 30 miles east of 

Billings, south of Pompeys Pillar. 
 
Property Characteristics: This tract is grassland used for livestock grazing.  
 
Access: This parcel does not have legal public access. 
 
 
 

County Sale # # of 
Acres Legal Trust 

Big Horn 35 640 ALL, Section 36, T2N–R30E Common School 

 
 
MEPA Issues: None Identified 
 
Recommendation: The Director recommends that the Board give 

preliminary approval to sell Parcel # 35. 
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LAND BOARD AGENDA ITEM 
April 21st, 2008 

 
 

PRELIMINARY APPROVAL FOR SALE OF LAND BANKING 
PARCEL #296 

CARBON COUNTY 
 
 

Seller: State of Montana, Department of Natural Resources 
and Conservation 

 
Nominator: Lessee, Harold Lohrenz 
 
Location: The parcel is located 14 miles northeast of Red 

Lodge. 
 
 
Property Characteristics: This section has some steep topography, and is 

currently leased as grazing land.   
 
Access: This parcel does not have legal public access; the 

only access is by obtaining permission from an 
adjoining private landowner. 

 
 
 

County Sale # # of 
Acres Legal Trust 

Carbon 296 640 All, Section 16, T6S-R22E  
 Common School 

 
 
MEPA Issues: None Identified 
 
Recommendation: The Director recommends that the Board give 

preliminary approval to sell Parcel # 296 
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LAND BOARD AGENDA ITEM 
April 21st, 2008 

 
 

PRELIMINARY APPROVAL FOR SALE OF LAND BANKING 
PARCEL #38 

YELLOWSTONE COUNTY 
 
 

Seller: State of Montana, Department of Natural Resources 
and Conservation 

 
Nominator: Lessees, Paul & Janell Mushaben  
 
Location: The parcel is located approximately 10 miles north of 

Billings. 
 
Property Characteristics: This 40 acre grazing tract is rated for 9 AUMs. Even 

with county road access it has not generated 
competitive bidding due to the marginal grazing nature 
of the tract. 

 
Access: Property has access via Mailbox Road, which is a 

county road. 
 
 
 

County Sale # # of 
Acres Legal Trust 

Yellowstone 38 40 SE1/4SE1/4, Section 24, T3N-R26E  
 

Common School 

 
 
MEPA Issues: None Identified 
 
Recommendation: The Director recommends that the Board give 

preliminary approval to sell Parcel # 38 
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Yellowstone County Sale 
 
 

 
Sale # 38 
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